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Tracks of USS Theodore Roosevelt, Apr. 17-Jun. 13
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Tth Fleet Conducts Freedom of Navigation Operation

06 December 2024

From U.S. Tth Fleet Public Affairs

On Dec. 6, 2024, USS Preble (DDG 88) asserted navigational rights and freedoms in the South China Sea near the Spratley Islands,
consistent with intemational law. At the conclusion of the operation, USS Preble (DDG 88) exited the excessive claim area and continued

operations in the South China Sea. This freedom of navigation operation (“FONOP*) upheld the rights, freedoms, and lawful uses of the

sea recognized in I law by on innocent passage imposed by the People’s Republic of China (PRC),

Taiwan, and Vietnam

The PRC, Vietnam, and Taiwan each claim the entirety of the Spratly Islands, while
Malaysia also claims features in the Spratly Islands near the location of this FONOP:
The PRC, Vietnam and Taiwan each purport to require, in violation of international law,
either permission or advance notification before a military vessel or warship engages
in “innocent passage” through their territorial sea. The unilateral imposition of any

ion or advani Qs 1t for innocent passage is unlawful
By engaging in innocent passage without giving prior notification to or asking
from any of the Cl ts, the United States challenged these unlawful

restriction imposed by the PRC, Taiwan, and Vietnam. The United States
demonstrated that innocent passage is not subject to such restrictions. Malaysia
does not assert any excessive maritime claims relevant to this FONOP.

Unlawful and sweeping maritime claims in the South China Sea pose a serious threat
to the freedoms of the seas, including the of and overflight, free

trade and unimpeded commerce, and freedom of economic opportunity for South

China Sea littoral nations
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® United States-Japan-Republic of Korea Trilateral Vice Foreign Minister-Level, U.S. Embassy & Consulate in
the Republic of Korea, May 31, 2024,
Dialoguehttps://kr.usembassy.gov/060324-united-states-japan-republic-of-korea-trilateral-vice-foreign-minister-le
vel-dialogue/

® Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Lin Jian’s Regular Press Conference on July 12, 2024, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, The People’s Republic of China, July 12, 2024,
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/xw/fyrbt/1xjzh/202407/t20240730_11463258.html
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@ “U.S. Supporting Philippine Operations in South China Sea with Forward-Deployed Task Force”, USNI, Nov. 21,
https://news.usni.org/2024/11/21/u-s-supporting-philippine-operations-in-south-china-sea-with-forward-deployed-t
ask-force
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@ «Joint Statement of the Security Consultative Committee ("2+2")”, U.S. Department of Defense, July 28, 2024,
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3852169/joint-statement-of-the-security-consultative-co
mmittee-22/

© “Australia-Japan-United States Trilateral Defense Ministers' Meeting November 2024 Joint Statement”, Nov 17,
2024,
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3967118/australia-japan-united-states-trilateral-defense-
ministers-meeting-november-202/
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@ MQ-9 Reapers Gathered In Florida, Simulated Fighting Over South China Sea, The War Zone, September 13,
2024, https://www.twz.com/air/mq-9-reapers-gathered-in-florida-simulated-fighting-over-south-china-sea

@ U.S. Marine MQ-9A Reapers Now Deployed to the Philippines, USNI News, June 3, 2024,
https://news.usni.org/2024/06/03/u-s-marine-mq-9a-reapers-now-deployed-to-the-philippines
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© US gives Philippines ‘force multiplier’ drones to counter Beijing in South China Sea, South China Morning
Post, November 21, 2024,
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3287530/us-gives-philippines-force-multiplier-drones-counter-be
ijing-south-china-sea
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® U S, Philippines to Kick Off ‘Expansive’ Balikatan Exercise, The Diplomat, April 19, 2024,
https://thediplomat.com/2024/04/us-philippines-to-kick-off-expansive-balikatan-exercise/
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